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   The Louisiana Division Reunion was held in Natchito-
ches May 1st-3rd, sponsored by the Col. Samuel D. Rus-
sell Camp 1617.   
   The following Camps received the “Tiger Award” for Dis-
tinguished Camps in the Division:  Allen Camp 133, Baton 
Rouge; Mouton Camp 778, Opelousas; Claiborne Camp 
797, Homer; Taylor Camp 1308, Shreveport; Benton Camp 
1444, Monroe; Nicholson Camp 1478, Ruston; and Ward 
Camp 1971, Farmerville.  Congratulations to all of them!! 
   Brigade “Compatriot of the Year” Awards were given to:  
David Hill, Taylor Camp, Shreveport - NW Brigade; Todd 
Owens, Nicholson Camp, Ruston - NE  Brigade; Danny 
Martin, Mouton Camp, Opelousas - SW Brigade; and 
"Cooky" Reaux, Sanders Camp, Thibodaux - SE Brigade. 
   The Louisiana Division “Governor Thomas O. Moore 
Award” given for long and dedicated service to the Louisi-
ana Division, was awarded to current ATM Department 
Commander Todd Owens, Nicholson Camp, Ruston. 
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ATM Cmdr Owens receives Award from LA Division Cmdr Lauret 

LA Color Guard in their distinctive Tiger uniforms Guest Speaker Scott Dearman, Interpretive Ranger at Mansfield Battle park 
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Compatriots, 

   During the War for Southern Independence the committee that was ap-
pointed to collect metal for General P.G.T. Beauregard's army, applied to a 
planter of Adams County, Mississippi, for his bell. Not having such an article, 
he mentioned it to his wife, when she very patriotically offered her brass kettle. 
The little children of the household being rather upset with the sacrifice, and 
one of them with a sweet-tooth, said, “Pa, what will we do for preserves?” “My 
daughter,” said the proud father, “our whole duty now is to preserve our coun-
try.” The kettle was sent. 

   During those times of war,  we will never know the full extent of what our an-
cestors had to go through to preserve what they believed in. What are we will-
ing to do to preserve their honor and the heritage that has been given to us. 
Many times we think that there is just to much for us to do and if we wait 
maybe someone else will take care of it for us. There is an old saying, “Never 
ask someone to do something that you are not willing to do yourself “.  Many 
times in different camp meetings that I have attended, I have heard complaints 
from the membership about certain things that they felt needed doing. All of 
these were valid complaints, but when the camp commander asked for some-
one to head a committee to take care of this problem, no one would come for-
ward to lead the charge. We have a problem that has taken over many of our 
camps, we have 4 or 5 members who do all of the work and the rest of the 
members come to the meetings to be entertained. We must do all that we can 
do to end this trend. There are some camps where almost all the members 
are appointed to one position or another, if it works, so be it. We must do what 
ever we have to get our members active in one way or another.  After the our 
last Louisiana Division Reunion, several of us were sitting around the hotel 
pool discussing the events of the day and mention was made of the lower and 
lower attendance that we have been having over the past few years.  One of 
the group mentioned that it seems that we have to have some type of contro-
versy in our ranks to get the members to attend the events. What is a shame 
that is. We, as members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans should feel that 
it is our duty to attend our camp meetings, parades, memorial services and 
most certainly our own Division Reunions. I urge each division across the 
ATM to have as many of your members at the 2009 Reunion in Hot Springs as 
possible.  We must not let the memory and legacy of the Confederate Soldier 
fall by the way side. Confront people with the truth about what our ancestors 
stood and fought for, not what the federal government has brainwashed them 
to believe. We must fight for our own heritage because no one else is going 
to. Be like the young son of Doctor B. J. Malone, of Holly Springs, Mississippi, 
who one day heard a Yankee soldier address his mother with some insulting 
language.  “Sir,” cried the boy, indignantly, “she is my Mother.”  “I don't care a 
damn if she is,” replied the Yankee; whereupon the boy seized a rock, and 
brought the fellow bleeding to the earth. 

   Are you willing to fight for your ancestors or are you willing to leave that up 
to someone else?  Lets fill our pockets with rocks and be ready to bring our 
foes to their knees. The time has come for us to stand and fight. Are you with 
us? 

Yours In Service to the South, I remain, 

   Milton T. Owens, Commander - Army of Trans Mississippi 

      Sons of Confederate Veterans 

ATM Commander’s MessageATM Commander’s Message   
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   The other day my wife used my truck to pick up a purchase that was too big for her car.  The men who 
loaded the box noticed the SCV logo on the back window, and the sign below it that says, " I'm the proud de-
scendant of a brave Confederate soldier."  They thought it was "great."  Especially as my wife explained that 
her husband was a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
   This has happened to her before, and to me all the time.  The responses and reactions have all been posi-
tive.  They may not display an image of the Battle Flag or other Confederate symbols, and they may never 
join the SCV, but they do have inner sympathy for the Confederacy.  Often, they will proudly state that they 
too have Confederate ancestors.  These "Sons of the South" may be called Closet Confederates.   
   As a Christian, I have often been met with sarcasm and ridicule when I proudly state that I'm a saved Saint 
in Christ and I love the Lord.  Perhaps that is why so few Christians will speak for God outside the walls of the 
church.  We might call them Closet Christians.  In writing to the Church at Rome, the Apostle Paul said, "For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:"  (Rom. 1:16a)  The result of Paul's boldness was the founding of 
numerous churches and the salvation of thousands of souls.  He knew where he stood, and what he stood 
for.   
   I personally believe there are hundreds of thousands, and probably millions, of Closet Confederates who 
would like to hear about the SCV.  They'd like to know who we are, what we do, and what we stand for.  They 
may join our ranks, but even if they don't, they will be glad to know that we are defending the Southern Cause 
and the honor of our (and their) Confederate forefathers.   They also need to know that if they come out of the 
"Closet" and proclaim pride in their Southern heritage, they will not be alone.   
   For over a hundred an twelve years, the Sons of Confederate Veterans have known where they stand and 
what they stand for.  We have upheld the honor of the South and boldly proclaimed pride in our heritage.  We 
are not ashamed of our Confederate fathers.  To the contrary, we are honored to be their descendents.  In-
deed, we are privileged to be the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
   It is my prayer that every Christian would boldly proclaim his love for Jesus Christ our Lord, who died that 
we might have life, and that every member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans would proudly stand up for 
his Southern heritage and honorable Confederate forefathers.  Amen.    
   Bro. Len Patterson, Th.D.  
      Chaplain, Army of Trans-Mississippi 

ATM Chaplain’s Corner:  ATM Chaplain’s Corner:  Closet ConfederatesCloset Confederates  

From The EditorFrom The Editor   

   A big thank-you to all of you who sent in items for the newsletter!  My hat is es-
pecially off to the good folks in Arizona, I really had to pick and choose what I put 
in, and could have put in a lot more!  Please forgive me if your particular article or 
submission wasn’t included in this issue.  Now, there are definitely larger Divisions 
and bigger Camps in the ATM, to be sure, but you sure wouldn’t know that there 
was a more active Division in the SCV, thanks to the volume of newsletters, sto-
ries, articles, and photos they forwarded my way! 
   For those Divisions who were unable to send articles, I perused many different 
Division websites, as well as  a lot of different Camp websites all over the ATM, to 
glean news and articles, and I was surprised to find that the last update to the site 
or the last newsletter posted to quite a large percentage of them was a year or two 
ago.  I spent some serious time checking out a lot of websites.  Some of them were really awesome, but all 
the fluff and pizzazz was greatly diminished if the available news was from 2006... 
   I would love to have a huge, information-soaked, photo-filled, newsletter to send out the next go-around, so 
please start forwarding me any stories, news, articles, photos, etc, that you and your Camps/Divisions would 
like to share with your fellow compatriots from the Pacific to the Mississippi, and from old Mexico to Canada.  
And, if you’re able, please send me the text and the photos ready for me to cut and paste.  Thank you again! 
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Compatriots, 

   Let me introduce myself.  My name is Curtis E. Tipton—I go by Curt—
and on 25 May 2009, I will assume the duties of the SCV Field Repre-
sentative for the Army of Trans-Mississippi Department.  I am looking 
forward to this job and to meeting many of y’all face to face. 

   I joined the SCV in 1989 as a member of the Major General William D. 
McCain Camp 584.  I was on active duty with the US Army at the time 
and stationed in Germany.  After Desert Storm, I returned to the US and 
was stationed for a year at Fort Stewart, Georgia and then for six 
months at Fort Bliss, Texas.  My next assignment was as the Garrison 
Command Sergeant Major and, later, as the CSM for the 305th Military 
Intelligence Battalion at Fort Huachuca, Arizona.  I retired from the Army 
in November, 1996 and went to work for the Arizona Department of Pub-
lic Safety—Highway Patrol.  I will retire from DPS in May, 2009. 

   I became a charter member of the Confederate Secret Service Camp 
1710 in 1995.  I have held the office of Camp Adjutant since that time. I 
suspect no one else really wants that job and, I’m sure, those Adjutants 
across the Confederation will agree!  I have also held the offices of Ari-
zona Division Lt. Commander, Commander and currently am the Division Adjutant. 

   My brief as ATM Field Representative is to assist the Camps, Brigades and Divisions in any way I can, par-
ticularly in regard to recruiting, retention and fund raising, as well as helping organize and charter new Camps 
and to bring our provisional Divisions to full status.  I have already been in touch with many of our Division 
Commanders and Commanders of Camps where there is yet no Division.  I hope to visit many of y’all’s 
events, conventions, meetings or other get-togethers. 

   Please, if I may assist you in any way, do not hesitate to contact me.  You may reach me via email at 
cssscv@earthlink.net; via telephone at (520) 456-6956 or you may write to PO Box 12980, Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona 85670-2980.  

   I remain, Gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

      Curt Tipton 

         ATM Field Representative 

“I’m from GHQ and I’m here to help you!”“I’m from GHQ and I’m here to help you!”   

ATM Field Rep. Curt Tipton 

24th Annual Cleburne Ceremony Held in Arkansas24th Annual Cleburne Ceremony Held in Arkansas   

   For 24 years, the Arkansas Division Sons of Confederate Veterans have paid their respect to Gen. Patrick 
R. Cleburne during a memorial service.  This Sunday was no different with several regiments and onlookers 
saluting the “Stonewall Jackson” of the South at the Confederate cemetery overlooking the Mississippi River 
and others souls buried in Maple Hill Cemetery.  
   W. Danny Honnoll, commander of the Shaver Camp No. 1655 and president of the Civil War Heritage Trails 
Foundation of Jonesboro welcomed the a group of Cleburne admirers. 
   While giving the invocation, Chaplain Andy Taylor of the Cleburne Camp No. 1433 of Pine Bluff spoke of 
the men of days gone by and asked for God to bless the souls of all of the individuals that fought in the war. 
   Greetings were brought by Elisabethe Kalkbrenner of the Children of the Confederacy of Pine Bluff, Capt. 
M. Ray Jones of Jonesboro Division, SCV, W. Danny Honnoll of the Military Order Stars and Bars, and Capt. 
Mark Kalkbrenner, Co. D., 1st Ark. Inf., of Pine Bluff on behalf of the re-enactors of Arkansas units. 
   The Cleburne Camp No. 1433 of Pine Bluff, Newton Camp No. 194 of Little Rock and the Shaver Camp No. 
1655 of Jonesboro sponsored the event. 
   Doyle Taylor and David Taylor, both of the Co. D., 1st Ark. Inf., of Pine Bluff were the posted honor guard 
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   Pictured left to right are, Oklahoma Division Commander John Priddy; Oklahoma Division Lt. Cmdr. Harold 
Tydings; and Privates Grayson & Brewer Camp Lt. Cmdr. Ken Brewer. 

   The picture was made last summer when the Privates Grayson & Brewer Camp, 2118, of Elk City, Okla. 
purchased and dedicated a Southern Cross of Honor at the grave of William P. Francis who served in Co. C, 
29th Texas Cavalry. There had been a cross on his grave for more than 80 years, but it was stolen about a 
year ago. Our camp bought and dedicated this one to replace it. 

   The Privates Grayson & Brewer Camp has also purchased and will dedicate two more crosses for veterans 
on April 11th. This is an ongoing project 
for our camp and we plan to continue 
placing crosses on veterans' graves in 
area cemeteries. 

   We are also purchasing books from 
the National SCV to present to our local 
library. This is part of our observance of 
Confederate History and Heritage 
Month in April in our area. We were also 
able to secure a proclamation from the 
County Commissioners of Roger Mills 
County, Oklahoma marking April as 
Confederate History and Heritage 
Month in that county. 

   Yours in The Cause of Our Fathers, 

Jerry C. Brewer, Commander -- Pvts. 
Grayson & Brewer Camp 2118, Elk City, 
Oklahoma 

Oklahoma Division Dedicates Cross of HonorOklahoma Division Dedicates Cross of Honor   

beside Cleburne’s monument during the service, reported 
Honnoll. 
   Honnoll reminded the gathering that Generals Thomas C. 
Hindman, James Tappen, Lucis Polk, Archibald Dobbins, 
Charles W. Adams, Daniel C. Govan and Cleburne, all 
hailed from Helena and the Arkansas Delta.  
“They were friends before the war and four of them are hon-
ored here at the Evergreen Cemetery and Confederate 
Cemetery at Helena. Hindman is at the base of Crowley’s 
Ridge, Tappen’s at the next level, Dobbin’s has a headstone 
in his memory in the Confederate part of Evergreen and Cle-
burne at the crest of this very ridge,” said Honnell during the 
invocation and after giving a brief history of Helena’ generals. He told the gathering “these hills knew Cle-
burne as a young man full of life. Cleburne was athletic in stature and handsome to the eye.”  
   Honnoll went on to say that Cleburne was Vice President of the Democratic Party in Helena while Honnoll’s 
distant cousin, Senator William King Sebastian, was president of the Democratic Party. 
   During the memorial, Honnoll called on Bobbie Barnett of Ravenden to reenact the laying of the flowers, at 
the base of Cleburne’s Monument. Barnett was wearing a black period mourning dress and veil.  Capt. M. 
Ray Jones of the Shaver Camp, wearing a period Confederate uniform, escorted  Barnett to the grave where 
she laid fresh flowers in honor of Cleburne. 
   The re-enactors fired three volleys into the air and prayers were recited for the fallen general. 

Members of several organizations fire a salute 

Oklahoma officers at the grave of William P. Francis 
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Camps 1202, 2096 & 2127 in Tucson Parade!  
Tucson, A.T., 26 February 2009 
Members of the Captain Hunter’s Arizona Rangers Camp 
1202, the Pvt. Nathan T. Wanslee Camp 2096 and the Ma-
jor Samuel H. Drachman Camp 2127 represented the Ari-
zona Division in the annual Fiesta de los Vaqueros parade 
in Tucson. This parade is the longest non-motorized parade 
in the world. 

 
 
Camp 1710 Makes Its Annual Book Donation!  
Sierra Vista, A.T. 5 March 2009 
The Confederate Secret Service Camp 1710 presented its 
annual Book Donation to the 1st Baptist Christian Academy 
of Sierra Vista. The Camp began the project in 2000 with a 
donation to Buena High School. Since that time, nearly 
$5,000.00 in books about the War for Southern Independ-
ence have been donated to local school libraries. 
The books include novels, reference books, biographies, 
class room project books and reprints of books written by 
CS veterans and their family members in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

Camp 1708 Elects New Commander! 
Tempe, A.T. 12 March 2009 
The Captain Granville H. Oury Camp 1708 held 
elections at its regular business meeting this eve-
ning. The Camp elected Marc Fentress as Com-
mander.  Camp 1708 is rebounding from nearly 
losing its charter, in many respects due to the 
efforts of Past Commander Ron Fox, Past Com-
mander Doug Fitzgerald and Commander Marc 
Fentress. Congratulations to Commander Fen-
tress! 

 
“Civil War (sic) in the Southwest” Event Successful! 
Pioneer Village, A.T. 14-15 March 2009 
The relocation of Arizona’s premier reenactment event 
from Picacho Peak State Park to Pioneer Village was 
successful. The move was forced by state budget con-
straints.  While attendance was less than expected had 
the event stayed at the park, it was, nonetheless, a good 
event. Members of Camps 1202, 1525, 1708 and1710 
took part. Commander Robert Perkins of Camp 1525 re-
ported that the Camp gained at least one new member at 
the event.  Commander Perkins reported that revenue 
from sales for both Camp 1525 and his sutler business 
were down from last year’s event at Picacho Peak.   

Arizona Camps in ActionArizona Camps in Action   

Fiesta de los Vaqueros Parade 

1st Baptist Christian Academy students browse books 

New Camp 1708 Commander Marc Fentress in on far right 

Camp 1525 Lt. Cmdr. Phillip Easley mans recruiting booth 
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Camp 1710 at Valley View School! 
Hereford, A.T. 27 March 2009 
Members of the Confederate Secret Service 
Camp 1710 gave a living history presentation to 
7th grade students in Ms. Camille Call’s class 
at Valley View School.  Taking part were Camp 
Commander Ben Middleton, Camp Adjutant 
Curt Tipton, Larry Bowman, Ray Ganey and 
Gerlinde Ganey.  The group was well received 
by the class, and were shown items typical of 
what the Confederate soldier would have car-
ried, as well as explained the role of the Medi-
cal Corps. The young ladies and gentlemen 
were well behaved and asked a lot of questions 
demonstrating their knowledge of the period. 

 
New Camp Chartered! 
Prescott, A.T. 
The Arizona Division is pleased to announce the chartering of our ninth Camp, 
the Pvt. W.C. Lucas—Forrest’s Escort Camp 2316.  The effort, spearheaded 
by Commander Ken Garrison and Adjutant Chris Mathis, brought 25 new 
members into the Division.  All of our new Compatriots are transfers from the 
Colonel C.L. Pyron Camp 2144 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  One new mem-
ber was recruited.  The new Camp will be headquartered in Prescott.  Interest-
ingly, the Camp number has special significance to the members.  It stands 
for the Gospel According to John, Chapter 3, Verse 16.  Executive Director 
Ben Sewell was kind enough to arrange for that number to be granted. 
 

Living History Program Given To Students 
Tucson, A.T. 
Members of the Captain Hunter's Arizona Rangers Camp 
1202 of Tucson recently visited Tanque Verde High 
School to give a living history demonstration to the stu-
dents.  Pictured (l to r) are Camp 1202 Lt. Commander 
John Potenza, Gadsden Brigade Commander Bobby 
Morris and Camp 1202 Commander Rich Montgomery.  
The school presentation was featured in Tucson's Ari-
zona Daily Star. 
 

Real Sons Visits Camp Meeting 
Tucson, A.T.  
The AZ Division's Real Son, James Brown, visited 
the  Camp 1202 meeting while he was in Tucson 
visiting family.  Compatriot Brown, currently re-
sides in Tennessee.  His father was Pvt. James 
Henry Harrison Brown, Company K, 8th GA Inf.  
Pictured (l to r) are Camp Cmdr. Rich Montgom-
ery, Gadsden Brigade Cmdr. Bobby Morris, Real 
Son James Brown, Compatriots Darren Mullen, 
Bill Seymour, Chris Harris and Don Dybus. 

Ben Middleton, Curt Tipton, Gerlinde Ganey, Ray Ganey & Larry Bowman 

Camp 2316’s new charter 

Camp members display CSA uniforms and weapons 

Real Son James Brown, third from left 
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   It is quite possible that Colorado may have been a Confederate state 
had she been a state at the time the War Between the States broke out.  
During the late 1850's, many Southerners migrated to the Colorado Ter-
ritory in search of new opportunities, including working in the newly dis-
covered gold fields.  When the War broke out, many returned to the 
South to defend their homes; however, some remained, forming militia 
groups in Fairplay, Leadville, Denver and Mace's Hole (near present day 
Beulah).  There were pockets of strong support for the Confederacy in 
the mining areas and in the Arkansas River Valley, from Canon City 
eastward to Lamar, and Canon City southward to Trinidad. 
   Shortly after the War began, one morning on 24 April 1861, Denver 
awakened to find a Confederate flag flying over the Larimer St. ware-
house of Wallingford and Murphy.  A crowd of men gathered to demand 
its removal, in which Samuel Logan, a Unionists, climbed up and tore 
the flag down, threatening bloodshed if it was not.  There are conflicting 
reports as to what happened next; some say a compromise was 
reached and the flag was permitted to remain for one day, while 
others state the flag was removed. 
   In 1861, when Confederate Gen. Henry Sibley organized his Army of New Mexico to invade New Mexico, 
Capt. George Madison was commissioned by Sibley to venture into Colorado with a two-fold mission: disrupt 
federal mail and communication lines, and to help organize Confederate recruitment in Colorado.  A rumor 
started that many were staying in a mountain hideout, forming a Southern military regiment.  The rumor was 
true.  Pueblo was a huge Southern area and those who wanted to serve the South could get hooked up in 
Pueblo. The mountain hideout was called Mace's Hole.  In the mountains outside of Pueblo, Colonel John 
Heffinger was the Southern commander put in charge of recruiting and readying this Southern force.  At this 
time, Confederate recruits in Colorado were first sent to a camp in the Pikes Peak area, and then sent to the 
main Confederate encampment at Mace's Hole.  Unfortunately, Federal soldiers learned of the encampment 
at Mace's Hole and broke up the regiment while many were away.  The Federals took prisoners of those who 
remained in camp that day.  Following this, Col. Heffinger, his officers, including Capt. Madison and his men, 
were all ordered back to join Sibley, as the war in New Mexico had taken a turn for the worse at Glorieta 
Pass. 
   Once the War was over, many Confederate Veterans returned to Colorado or ventured out west in search 
of a new start.  They were fundamental in helping to develop Colorado into a prosperous state.  One Confed-
erate Veteran in particular, Charles S. Thomas, became the 11th Governor of Colorado and a U.S. Senator, 
and some of President Jefferson Davis' descendants settled in Colorado Springs, where they 
remain to this day. 

Colorado During The WarColorado During The War   

2009 SCV Reunion2009 SCV Reunion   

The 2009 SCV Reunion is being held in the The 2009 SCV Reunion is being held in the 
ATM this year, July 22ndATM this year, July 22nd --25th in Hot 25th in Hot 

Springs, Arkansas, and is being hosted by Springs, Arkansas, and is being hosted by 
the James M. Keller Camp 648.  It’ll be here the James M. Keller Camp 648.  It’ll be here 
before you know it, so if you’re planning on before you know it, so if you’re planning on 

attending please go visit attending please go visit 
www.scv2009reunion.com ASAP for all the www.scv2009reunion.com ASAP for all the 

information and registration info!information and registration info!   

Colorado Governor Charles S. Thomas 
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Friends of the SCVFriends of the SCV   

   For those folks who attend our Camp meetings and  other SCV func-
tions but haven’t been able to document their own l ineage yet, they 
should now consider becoming official “Friends of t he SCV”!   

   They will receive a pin, a certificate, and a su bscription to the Confed-
erate Veteran magazine.  Some of our most active an d supportive mem-
bers are Associate Members, or “Friends of the SCV” .   

   Camps that already have Associate Member program s in place are 
free  to continue their own programs, but becoming a “Friend of the 
SCV” gets them a lot of goodies, including the maga zine, and helps 
support the National organization.  Go to www.scv.o rg for more info. 

   On Saturday, March 28, 2009 the New Mexico SCV 
Division's Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley 
Camp 2075, out of Albuquerque, supported the Pecos 
National Historical Park's (PNHP) 147th anniversary 
event of the Battle of Glorieta.  Camp 2075 members 
included George Bailey, Dave Lavandoski, & Ed Whit-
ted.  Additionally, a visit to the Texas Vista on the soon
-to-be-dedicated Glorieta Battlefield Trail occurred.  
The Glorieta Battlefield Trail dedication event is sched-
uled for June 12-14, 2009.  Below are three images 
taken at the 147th anniversary event. 

New Mexico Members Attend 147th anniversary of Batt le of Glorieta 

Texas Vista Site on the Glorieta Battlefield Trail 

George Bailey, Ed Whitted, & Dave Lavandoski Dave Lavandoski & George Bailey at Panel 3, Texas Vista Site 

More Glorieta Battlefield ResourcesMore Glorieta Battlefield Resources   

   The Glorieta Battlefield Coalition website at www.glorietapass.org has a ton of info.  Make sure to check out 
the “Resources” page.  In addition to being a National Park unit, Glorieta is on the National Register of His-
toric Places and the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties, and is a National Historic Landmark. 
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Oregon SCV Celebrates Confederate Memorial DayOregon SCV Celebrates Confederate Memorial Day   

By Col. Isaac W. Smith Camp 458 Secretary Dan Burch 
   Amid flags and flowers, members of Portland’s Sons 
of Confederate Veterans Col. Isaac Williams Smith 
Camp #458, at the grave of their namesake, Colonel 
Smith, engineer and “Father” of Portland’s Water Sys-
tem, celebrated Confederate Memorial Day, at Port-
land’s Riverview Cemetery, Sunday, April 26th. 
   The service included music, addresses by camp 
members and officers, an historical perspective of Con-
federate Memorial Day, a flower-laying ceremony and a 
rifle salute by a period Confederate uniformed honor 
guard. 
   At 1 p.m., amid alternating sun-breaks, the quite of 
the lovely cemetery was ended by the rousing drum 
rolls of young Dominic Russo, dressed in Confederate gray, as he called the guests and audience to order.  
After welcoming comments, Color Sergeant Dan Burch introduced Camp Commander Norm Ernst who gave 
an appealing address on the history and folklore of Confederate Memorial Day.  Following an invocation by 

compatriot Kevin Gore, Army of Trans-Mississippi Lt. 
Commander Brent Jacobs, shared an informative pres-
entation on the life of Colonel Isaac Smith, Portland’s 
First Chief Engineer and brevetted Colonel of Engineers 
in General Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, during the 
Civil War. 
   A proclamation declaring April 26th as Confederate 
Memorial Day in Oregon was then read by Dan Burch, 
after which Camp Associate member Harold Slavik, 
dressed in the uniform of a Confederate Quartermaster 
Sergeant, gave a highly interesting presentation on 
three Confederate veterans buried in Oregon of more 
than one hundred and sixty known veterans buried un-
der Oregon soil.  One Confederate veteran, Benjamin 

ATM Lt. Cmdr. Jacobs and grieving widow honor Col. Smith 

Camp Secretary Dan Burch reads a Proclamation 

Arkansas Camp Hosts Historic Memorial ServiceArkansas Camp Hosts Historic Memorial Service   

   Pine Bluff was recently witness to a historical event. On Saturday, April 4, 2009, the Arkansas Division of 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans held the only known Confederate memorial on the campus of a historically 
black university. The memorial service included libations to 4 Confederate markers and recognition of 37 un-
known slaves’ markers. Of the nearly one hundred in attendance, not a one left without a better and more 
comprehensive understanding of the importance of Pine Bluff and the surrounding area during key battles 
and campaigns during the Civil War. 
   Noted local historian, Doyle Taylor, was the keynote speaker at the memorial service. Taylor noted that 
Pine Bluff, and specifically the area in which the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff is currently situated, 
played an important role in the Vicksburg Campaign.  
   Camp Wright, the area in which the stadium now sits, may have been home to as many as 2000-3000 Con-
federate soldiers in Walker’s Texas Division. General Walker’s Headquarters was located at the Bell Mansion, 
recently destroyed by fire. Camp Wright was located at the Wright Plantation, in which the current enclosed 
small cemetery located on the north edge of the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff’s football stadium park-
ing lot now sits. The small cemetery is all that remains of the Wright Plantation. 
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Lee Arnold, a private in Co. F, 14th Virginia Infantry, who came to Oregon 
after the war went on to become president of Oregon Agricultural College 
for 20 years, which would become Oregon State University. 
   Following the singing of “Rock of Ages” by the audience, led by Color 
Sergeant Burch, Compatriot Bryan Jacobs gave the keynote address.  
“Why do what we do what we do?” asked Compatriot Jacobs.  Answering, 
he said, “It is out of a sense of duty and pride that we feel for our Confeder-
ate heritage…our ancestors are not lesser human beings, nor are their graves any less hallowed.” 
   “So on this Confederate Memorial Day, Jacobs concluded, “I not only salute the Confederate veterans in 
this place of rest, but on behalf of my brothers in SCV Camp # 458, I salute all Confederate veterans.” 
   After Compatriot Jacobs’ stirring words, he was followed by Past United Daughters of the Confederacy 
Chapter President Mrs. Bettie Russo.  Dressed in a period black mourning dress with veil, she gave a moving 
presentation of the history of Confederate Memorial day, the forerunner of our modern Memorial Day.  She 
elaborated on mourning practices of 19th century women 
and children, and led the audience in the inspiring song, 
“The Wearing of the Gray.” 
   Mrs. Russo then laid a wreath at the grave of Colonel 
Smith.  Following this, each member of the Camp and au-
dience were given a rose by Mrs. Russo’s granddaugh-

ters, and each person 
solemnly placed their 
red rose on the Colo-
nel’s grave.  A special 
feature of this rose-
laying ceremony was 
Compatriot Kevin 
Gore’s rendition of 
“Amazing Grace” on the bagpipes. 
   At this time, Associate Member Harold Slavik took charge of the honor 
guard and three volleys were fired over Col. Smith’s grave, followed by a 
subdued rendition of “Dixie” led by Commander Norm Ernst. 
   The first observance of the first Confederate Memorial Day in Portland, 
Oregon, possibly in generations, was brought to a close by a benediction 
by Camp Lt. Commander Erik Ernst. 
   For a brief couple of hours on a Sunday afternoon in April, proud mem-
bers of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, their families and guests in Port-
land Oregon, joined with Dixie in honoring a sometimes forgotten American 
veteran – the Confederate Veteran. 

Bryan Jacobs gives keynote address 

Dan Russo at Col. Smith’s grave 

Honor Guard firing a salute honoring Confederate veterans 

Camp 458 Commander Norm Ernst welcomes the guests 
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By Stuart Williams, Historian - Col. Thomas S. Lubbock Camp 1352 Lubbock, Texas 
   Two miles outside of Matador, Texas, at East Mound Cemetery, there lies an unassuming grave marked 
only by a concrete slab. Scrawled into the cement is the name Uncle Ridge Greathouse. When I walked upon 
this grave, I had no idea that the person buried beneath it lived such an extraordinary life and was such a de-
vout and loyal patriot of the Confederate cause.  
   His full name was Ridgely Greathouse and he was born to the wealthy William and Jane Greathouse of 
Kentucky in December 1831. When miners struck gold out west, Ridgely, along with his brothers, George and 
Henry head to California, where they became involved in gold-mining and banking and had become some of 
the wealthiest and most powerful men in California. By 1860, Ridgely had $25,000 in real estate and a per-
sonal estate valued at $40,000.  
   Both of Ridgely’s brothers were staunchly Union and, conversely, Ridgely was vociferously secession. 
Ridgely was a very intelligent man, possessed of a fin education and the nicest set of sideburns in California. 
He could be heard shouting, his florid face, red, his sideburns trembling in anger, as he debated long into the 
night with California elite right down to drunken San Francisco dockworkers on the God-given right of seces-
sion. So devoted was he to the Confederate cause, that in 1862, he, along with another Kentuckian, Asbury 
Harpending, founded the Confederate Secret Society in San Francisco, to try to prevent gold shipments from 
reaching the U.S. Treasury.  
   In late December 1862, early January 1863, the two, along with a young English lad, Alfred Rubery, 
nephew of the great English statesman and publicist, John Bright, came up with a plan to buy a ship, outfit 
her as a privateer, and commence to terrorize Union commerce along the West Coast and across the Pacific.  
   Harpending, by way of Mexico, hurried to Richmond, where he received letters of marque and a commis-
sion as a captain from President Davis. Once back in San Francisco, a ship was found that has just made a 
record-breaking from New York and not having an outbound cargo, was snapped up by Ridgely for the enter-
prise. She was called the Chapman and was a clipper-schooner at about 90,000 tons. William Law, was hired 
on as navigator. The conspirators laid hand to any kind of supplies they could, much of it purchased from 
Mexico; two 12-pound cannon, shells, solid shot, and small arms, such as rifles, revolvers, and cutlasses, 
everything being heavily boxed and labeled, “machinery”. Twenty seamen, respectable southerners, were 
picked to man the crew.  
   The plan for the vessel can only best be told by one of the conspirators himself, Asbury Harpending: “We 
proposed to sail the Chapman to some islands off the coast of Mexico, transform her into a fighting craft, pro-
ceed to Manzanillo, exhibit our letters of marque and my captain's commission in the Confederate navy and 
then lie in wait for the first Pacific Mail liner that entered the harbor, capture her - peacefully if possible, forci-
bly if we must. All of this was in line with instructions. Then we proposed to equip the captured liner as a pri-
vateer and figured to intercept two more eastbound Pacific Mail steamers before the world knew what was 
happening, in those days of slow-traveling news. After that we proposed to let events very much take their 
own course. It was a wild, desperate undertaking at the best, but we were all of an age that takes little stock 

Ridgely GreathouseRidgely Greathouse : Forgotten Confederate Patriot: Forgotten Confederate Patriot  

ATM Pins Available!ATM Pins Available!   

Compatriots!  The ATM has pins for sale in Compatriots!  The ATM has pins for sale in   
order for you to show your pride in belonging order for you to show your pride in belonging 
to our distinctive bandto our distinctive band--ofof--brothers west of the brothers west of the 

Mississippi!  They are $5.00 each and are Mississippi!  They are $5.00 each and are 
replicas of the ATM flag.  To purchase one, or replicas of the ATM flag.  To purchase one, or 

hopefully more, please contact our ATM hopefully more, please contact our ATM   
Adjutant Chris Smith at Adjutant Chris Smith at sau96@yahoo.comsau96@yahoo.com ..  
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of risks.” 
   On the night of March 14, 1863, the sea-
men gathered behind the American Ex-
change Hotel, then broke into three differ-
ent groups and made their made down to 
the Chapman, tied up at the Jackson Street 
wharf. Their navigator, William C. Law, 
however was nowhere to be found. It would 
late be related that Law had gotten shame-
fully drunk and let slip word of what was 
happening in a public tavern. The news was 
reported immediately to the Chief of San 
Francisco Police and then relayed to an al-
ready suspicious U.S. Navy. The conspira-
tors, completely unaware, but worried by 
Law’s absence, put out into the bay and 
dropped anchor, posted a guard on deck, 
and then went down into the hold, ready to 
make their getaway the next morning.  
   As dawn broke on March 15, Harpending, 
suspicious of treachery on Law’s part, set sail. The U.S.S. Cyane had other plans and bringing its guns to 
bear on the Chapman sent a tugboat full of marines to intercept. The marines clambered aboard, Rubery, 
Harpending, and Ridgely being arrested on deck. In the hold, the crew tried to burn and even eat incriminat-
ing evidence. Law was also later arrested. Charges against everyone were dropped accept the three main 
conspirators. These three, Harpending, Rubery, and Greathouse would stand trial for treason.  
   United States v. Greathouse, as the trial was called, began October 2, 1863 and dominated San Francisco 
for weeks. Associate Justice Stephen F. Field, recently appointed to the Supreme Court by President Lincoln 
would preside. Navigator Law and one other former conspirator turned state’s evidence for the prosecution. 
The defense offered no testimony at all and argued that Greathouse and his co-conspirators were Confeder-
ate soldiers, and that since a state of war existed between the United States and Confederate States, that the 
men should be treated as prisoners of war.  
On October 12, the jury came back with a guilty verdict for all three. Justice Field imposed the maximum sen-
tence: ten years in prison, a $10,000 fine, and forfeiture of all slaves. Only two months later, Greathouse 
sought release, after President Lincoln issued a general amnesty proclamation in December 1863. Field op-
posed releasing him, but District Court Judge Hoffman strictly interpreted the proclamation as allowing the 
release on any prisoner of war on taking the oath whether voluntary or not. After begrudgingly taking the oath, 
Greathouse was released.  
   Greathouse was afterward rearrested and held at Fort Lafayette in New York City, where he then killed his 
guard, escaped to Canada and caught the next fast boat to Europe. By 1870, he had returned to the States 
and was mining silver with his brother Henry in Idaho. By 1884, Ridgely had drifted all the way down to the 
Matador Ranch in Motley County, Texas where he worked poisoning and trapping wolves and other animals 
of prey. “Uncle Ridge,” as he was known to the cowboys, was as a private man, who could nevertheless be 
counted on and who was given to quoting Shakespeare and Homer’s Iliad around the campfire. He became a 
true cowboy and lived a hard life out on the range. He was known well by all the Confederate veterans in the 
area, who shared their respect for the sacrifice and dedication he had shown to the Confederate cause. Uncle 
Ridge died, purportedly, in 1902 and was laid in a pine box, in a pauper’s grave. He never married or had any 
children. 
   The commander of Matador’s UCV camp and a dear friend of Uncle Ridge, Philander A. Cribbs, wrote a 
letter concerning him to the Confederated Southern Memorial Association in June 1925, which was published 
in the December 1925 issue of the Confederate Veteran, wondering if a monument was in order toward his 
memory and his service to the South and if perhaps one should be erected in San Francisco Bay. The Asso-
ciation promised to take matters well in hand and correct a grave injustice. That was eighty-three year ago. 
Will we, the men charged with honoring the memory of great men just like him, allow this injustice to con-
tinue? Ridgely Greathouse, a gallant, unabashed, devoted Confederate patriot. Rest In Peace.   

General view of East Mound Cemetery, Motley County, Texas 
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   On May 5th, 1862, a foraging party from Company A, 
Arizona Rangers, Confederate States Army, was en-
camped at the ruins of the Dragoon Springs Stage Sta-
tion on the Butterfield Line.  The station had been aban-
doned a few years before after a "labor dispute" be-
tween Hispanic workers and the station manager.  The 
workers, angry at their perceived mistreatment, mur-
dered an Anglo hostler and attempted to kill the station 
manager.  After this incident, with the increasing 
Apache raids and the onset of the War for Southern In-
dependence, the Butterfield Company abandoned the 
station and shut down operations.   
   The troopers had been sent from Tucson to round up 
stray cattle and other livestock and return them to Tuc-
son to provision the Confederate garrison there.  While 

camped at Dragoon Springs, just a few miles from the 
Cochise Stronghold, the party was attacked by Chirica-
hua Apache warriors.  In the ensuing battle, four troop-
ers were killed.  The Apaches drove off the herd and 
the horses and mules.  It is not known how many, if 
any, Apaches were killed or wounded.  The four troop-
ers were buried where they fell and their graves remain 
in this lonely spot today.  These are the only Confeder-
ate soldiers killed in action in what is now the state of 
Arizona.  The site, on US Forest Service land in the 
Coronado National Forest, is maintained by the Arizona 
Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
   The Confederate Secret Service Camp 1710 of Sierra 
Vista hosted the Arizona Division's annual Memorial 
Ceremony at Dragoon Springs on May 2nd, 2009.  Also 
taking part were members of the Captain Hunter's Ari-

zona Rangers Camp 1202, the Texas John H. Slaughter 
Camp 2074 and the John R. Baylor Chapter 2298 of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy.  The ceremony 
opened with Honors to the Colors of these United States and 
the Confederacy, an invocation and the reading of the SCV 
Charge.  Arizona Division Chaplain Dr. Lloyd R. Ganey, Jr. 
gave an address, highlighting the events at Dragoon Springs, 
the sacrifices of these four soldiers and the sacrifices of all 
Confederate soldiers, sailors and Marines.  Mrs. Gretchen 
Brittain, President of the John R. Baylor Chapter, placed Bat-
tle Flags on each of the graves.  Taps was played, followed 
by a rendition of The Wearin' of the Gray.  An artillery volley, 
one for each soldier, was fired. 
   Following the ceremony, Camp 1710 Commander Ben Mid-
dleton inducted two new members; Mr. Bill Konkle and Mr. 
Tell Konkle of Benson, a father and son descended from Pvt. 
Samuel Kunkel, Co F, 2nd Missouri Cavalry.   

Arizona SCV Holds Ceremony at Dragoon SpringsArizona SCV Holds Ceremony at Dragoon Springs   

Confederate and Texas Monument in Newton, Texas 

Mrs. Gretchen Brittain, President of John R. Baylor UDC 2298 

The four CSA graves at Dragoon Springs 
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General Granbury ParadeGeneral Granbury Parade    

Bobby Morris, John Potenza, Don Rodgers, Rich Montgomery John Rogers, Dwaine Bright, Walt Nichols and Mike Humphrey 

   March 21, 2009  the Robert E. Lee Camp 239 of Fort Worth and Terry’s Texas Rangers Camp 1937 of 
Conroe, as well as members from area UDC and OCR chapters, participated in the 31st Annual General 
Granbury Birthday Party in Granbury, Texas.  The event featured the Gen. Hiram B. Granbury parade and a 
Bean, Rib & Brisket Cook-Off in downtown Granbury (a large two-day event in itself).  The compatriots also 
paid their respects to General Granbury himself, and his wife, at their graves in the Granbury Cemetery. 



Colorado SCV & UDC Install Three Military MarkersColorado SCV & UDC Install Three Military Markers   

   Three Confederate veterans received V.A. grave markers due to the hard work of the Colorado SCV and 
UDC.  Their new headstones were dedicated at the  Confederate Memorial Day services held Saturday, April 
25, at Fairmount Cemetery in Denver.   
   The three veterans are:  Pvt. Joseph Tullos, Co. C 6th Mississippi Infantry; Pvt. Benjamin Honnett, Co. E 
2nd South Carolina Infantry; and Pvt. Daniel S. Wright, Co. C 1st Missouri Cavalry. 
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      On March 15th we had 16 people (members and guests) join us for our cemetery walk at Santa Ana 
Cemetery. Each grave was marked with a 1st National Flag before we visited each of our veterans. We talked 
about our Confederate Veterans, their service and contributions to building Orange County. Margaret Alley, 
the California Division UDC Graves and Registration Chairperson and also the author of the book, Confeder-
ates in California, graciously added her knowledge and comments at every grave. Also, Gordon Bricken, our 
former Commander handed out copies of his Confederate Veteran Biographies that he has compiled on each 
of our veterans. Gordon has been accumulating data on our veterans prior to the organization of this camp in 
1997. A very special THANKS goes out to Margaret and Gordon for their recording keeping and diligent work, 
not only ensuring that records are maintained, but that we as members are introduced to and allowed to re-
view their work.  
   Special thanks go to Adam England and his girlfriend who joined us for this beautiful day. Adam is the Pro-
gram Director for the Heritage Museum of Orange County and I think we made an impression upon him that 
will carry over into their work as they preserve the history of OC. Equally important is recognizing our mem-
bers who joined us for this special day, I know several members drove considerable distances just to be a 
part of this memorial walk; and we thank-you too!   
   Farrell Cooley, Commander - James I. Waddell Camp 1770, Orange County, California 

Confederate Cemetery Walk in CaliforniaConfederate Cemetery Walk in California   

Compatriot Ray Evans Camp 1770 members and guests 
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   "Opportunity seldom knocks twice" goes the old adage but I disagree.  For the last four years, our region 
has been presented with an opportunity to come out and meet and greet the 500 motorcycle riders who make 
the arduous journey from California to Washington D.C. by motorcycle to honor the memory of the men and 
women who have served our nation in time of conflict.  These men and women who make up the Southern 
Route of The Run For The Wall are on a mission to remind us all that there is more to Memorial Day then 
merely a day free from the routine of work to spend socializing with family or friends.  Memorial Day is a time 
of remembrance, of recalling the men and women who have suffered and sacrificed so that we might afford 
the luxury of this particular holiday weekend. Some people wave flags, some folks visit soldiers' graves and 
some offer up a prayer for those friends or family members who sacrificed all for a cause. The riders do all of 
the above.  On the back of each bike fly both the American flag and the POW/MIA flags. During the 10-day 
trek across the country the Run stops at numerous cemeteries and war monuments to lay a wreath and say a 
prayer of gratitude for those who gave so much for us, just as will be done in front of Monroe 's Soldiers Me-
morial at City Hall on Monday morning.  
   Included in the mission of the Run For The Wall is a reminder that 
we as a nation must redouble our efforts to account for our Prisoner of 
War and Missing in Action from all of our wars. Included in the implicit 
oath to every service man and women is that we will never rest in our 
quest to return every man and woman home.  Many of these riders are 
actively involved in various organizations attempting to accomplish that 
end. 
   Another goal of the Run For The Wall is to allow and promote heal-
ing among the veterans.  The residue of war is keenly felt by all veter-
ans and their families. Whether it is from a welcome home never received or the pain of saying goodbye to 
friends and loved ones, it can have a profound effect on the rest of one's life. Oftentimes the Run provides 
that safe and healing atmosphere where things can finally begin to get sorted out and participants can begin 
to believe that there is a light at the end of the tunnel. I will not forget the 65-year old lady from Shreveport 
who made the Run several years ago with her husband. Upon her return home told me that when asked if 
she had enjoyed it she replied that she cried all the way to Washington and back but would never trade the 
experience for anything as it had truly changed her life.  She never made the Run again but she continues to 

organize groups to wave and salute the riders as they travel 
through northwest Louisiana. 
   Sunday, May 17, the Run For The Wall will arrive on I-20 at 
approximately 5:45 P.M.  If you love this country and appreci-
ate what our veterans have done for you perhaps you might 
line the Interstate and salute these heroes as they ride by. 
Your waving a flag or giving a salute is one way of saying, 
"welcome home".  Another is to be in front of Monroe City 
Hall at 8:00 A.M. on Monday, May 18 and participate in a 
short but moving Memorial Service, and maybe say thank 
you to a veteran.  
   Michael Cappel  
      Louisiana RFTW State Coordinator 

Run For The WallRun For The Wall   


