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Greetings to the Army of Trans Mississippi membership, 

   As we enter into a new year let me tell you what a privilege it is to serve you as your Commander 
of the Army of Trans Mississippi Dept.  As the new year starts, so do many important SCV activities. 
Every time we are in a Parade, host or sponsor a Living History, speak to students or take part in 
community activities, we have achieved a victory because there are those who do not wish us to do 
any of these events and they have tried to keep us from being in them.  Every time we show the flag 
in public or present the SCV and our purpose to non-members, we are making progress.  I believe 
the membership that we have in the ATM do this as much or more of this than any other.  Keep up 
the good work.  The main thing that each member can do to increase these successes is to help 

your Camp increase its membership.  We must see that each member 
recruit at least one new member each year or get a former member to 
reinstate his membership.  We have a lot of great work going on around 
the Division.  Parades, festivals, and school programs are to name but a 
few.  If your camp has an event coming, please be sure to send it to me 
so that it can be placed on the calendar of events and then make the 
commitment to take part in as many events as you can. 

   Recruit!!!  Every member probably knows at least one other man who 
is interested in his heritage and defending it.  Make the extra effort to 
teach him what the SCV offers to him and what he can do for Confeder-
ate Heritage.  It is now, more than ever, we need to stay strong in num-
bers and dedication to ensure that our Confederate Ancestors name’s 
are not tarnished, or forgotten.  I hope that many of you are making 

plans to attend the National SCV Convention in Hot Springs, AR, the week of July 22nd thru the 
25th.  We need to have as many representatives from each camp from each division across the 
ATM.  The prices for the events are very reasonable for this national event and we need to be there.  
I know that the Keller Camp has been working to see that this convention 

is one of the best by making it affordable for the membership to attend.  The Louisiana Division 
would call this a maximum effort event, as it should be.  If you care about how your organization is 
run, attend this convention and make your voice heard. 

   I am assured that the ATM Staff that I have chosen to serve are the very best that we can have.  
From Lt. Commander Brent Jacobs in Oregon to Army Adjutant Chris Smith in Arkansas, we have 
the ATM covered.  In this volume of the ATM newsletter there is a listing of all the ATM Staff and 
their contact information.  If you have any need of them please contact them.       (Continued Page-2) 
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I am also very proud to have Dr. Len Patterson serving in the position of 
Chaplain of the Army of Trans Mississippi.  If you have read his Sunday 
Message you know why I feel the way that I do.  I am sure that he will do 
the membership a great service.  There is one position that I am still 
looking to fill, that of the Communications Officer.  I would like to get a e-
mail list started so that we can have a greater way of spreading the 
news of up-coming events and emergency notices to the Divisions and 
Camp around the ATM.  If any of you know of a person who might be 
interested in this position or even if you would like it please contact me 
so that we can get this project going. 

   Once again it is a privilege to serve each of you across the greatest 
Army in the Confederation.  If I can help you with anything feel free to 
contact me. 

In Service to the South, I remain, 

Milton T. Owens  -  Commander 

Army of Trans Mississippi Dept.  -  Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Commander’s Column (Cont.)  

From The Editor  

Fellow Compatriots:   

   Thank you so much for sending me so many items for 
the first issue of “The Southern Battlefield and Fireside”!  
What a great publication this turned out to be.  With as 
many members and Camps as there are in the ATM, 
this quarterly newsletter could get really big!  If you feel 
that your Camp or Division wasn’t represented, please 
know that I included just about every single thing that 
was sent to me; the only exceptions being small notices for events that 
have since passed.  I contacted all Division Commanders & Adjutants in 
the Trans-Mississippi, and encouraged them to contact the Camps in 
their respective Divisions in order to give every compatriot in the ATM 
the opportunity to send in news stories, share events and photos, and 
otherwise let the rest of the Army know what’s going on in your neck of 
the woods.  And, that’s the whole purpose behind the new “Southern 
Battlefield and Fireside”.  It’s an outlet for all Camps in the ATM to let 
every other Camp in the ATM know about all of the hard work, success-
ful events, memorial services, heritage defense, etc, that happens on a 
daily basis west of the Mississippi.   

   I’d very much like to thank ATM Commander Owens for giving me the 
opportunity to be of service to the ATM in such a tremendous way.  It is 
my goal to have as much news and as many photos as humanly possible 
in every issue for our membership.  Please send me as many articles 
and photos that you can about all of the things that you’d like to share 
with the rest of your brothers in the ATM!  Deo Vindice — Brent Jacobs 
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   In the first few centuries of the Church, being a Christian could be very dangerous, especially dur-
ing periods of organized persecution.  Thousands were either murdered or executed, just for being a 
Christian, including all but one of the Lord's Apostles. If a Christian came to a new town and sought 
for other Christians, he would go to a public place and draw an arc in the dirt, similar to the base of a 
rocking chair.  This mark meant nothing to the enemies of Christ, but to another Christian it was a 
code of recognition.  The other Christian would then draw a reverse arc above the other completing 
the sign of the Fish.  The two would then embrace as Brothers in Christ.  

   While it is not a crime to be a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, at least not yet, we 
are still being persecuted by the media, politicians and other groups and persons..  They defile our 
heritage, dishonor our brave Confederate forefathers, and disgrace the just cause for which they 
fought.  Even the states that asked them to serve in their defense, often refuse to remember their 
sacrifice.  And of course, we are thought of as a bunch of ignorant malcontents still fighting the "Civil 
War."    The Apostle Paul wrote in First Corinthians 16:9, "For a great door and effectual is opened 
unto me, and there are many adversaries."   

   We too have "many adversaries."  However, just as that small group of despised and persecuted 
early Christians, within less than three hundred years, captured the entire Roman world for Christ, 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans also has a great and effectual door of opportunity open to us.  
The key to open this door begins with faith and trust in God, and embracing each other as SCV 
Brothers.  The Scriptures tell us.  From the very beginning "they were all with one accord." (Acts 2:1)  
If we, as the descendants of those who so faithfully served the Confederacy can do the same, then 
our Cause is not "lost."  It as just begun. 

   A great and effectual door is now open to the Sons of Confederate Veterans, and the Army of 
Trans-Mississippi in particular.  So, let us as one body raise high the banner of truth and boldly face 
those who oppose us.  Let us serve with confidence and conviction the just Cause for which we 
stand.  Let us with one voice say, "I am a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the 
proud descendant of a brave and honorable Confederate soldier."   Let us together faithfully follow 
the guidance of the Lord our God in the spirit of our noble Confederate forefathers.  Let us say with 
the Apostle Paul, "Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was 
told me."  Acts 27:25 

   It is my prayer that we, as members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans,  faithfully and in one ac-
cord serve God and our Southern Cause.  I pray that we, with confidence, strength and unity of pur-
pose, walk humbly before Him, and proudly before our adversaries.  Amen 

Bro. Len Patterson, Chaplain 

 

   Chaplain Patterson was licensed to the Gospel Ministry by Westside Baptist Church in Lafayette, 
Louisiana on December 20, 1970.  He began Biblical studies at William Carey College in Hatties-
burg, Mississippi in September of 1971.  Upon being called to pastor Fellowship Baptist Church in 
Hattiesburg, he was ordained by Central Baptist Church on September 6, 1972.  Since that time Len 
has pastored seven Baptist Churches in Mississippi and Texas, the last being New Heights Baptist 
Church in Seagoville, Texas.  Dr. Patterson was awarded a Doctor of Theology degree on Decem-
ber 1, 1980, upon completing a three part dissertation on Pastoral Theology, Counseling Psychology 
and New Testament Exegesis and Hermeneutics.  He was also commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the Georgia State Militia on inauguration Day January 11, 1983, by Georgia Governor Harris. 

Chaplain’s Corner:  Opening A Great Door 
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On Wed, 9/24/2008 the NMSCV Division's 1st & 2nd Brigades partnered to install a memorial ceme-
tery headstone for Brigadier General Charles C. Crews -- the only Confederate general interred in 
New Mexico. The NMSCV 2nd Brigade will host a memorial dedication event for General Crews on 
Nov 1, 2008. The image below shows (left to right--front row) Compatriots Dick Cochran of Camp 
1385 & John Smith of Camp 2037 and (left to right--back row) Ed Whitted of Camp 2075 & Ken 
Davis of Camp 2037. General Crews is interred in Hillsboro, NM. General Crews served in General 
Wheeler's cavalry division and commanded the 2nd Georgia Cavalry Regiment. 

New Mexico Division Honors Confederate General   

Grand-daughter of CSA General C.C. Crews and NM SCV Adjutant John Pittsenbargar, presenting the hand sewn 2nd National that 
covered the grave during the dedication of the new plaque the NM Division placed at his grave in Hillsboro, NM. 
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Arkansas Camp Re-Chartered  

SCV Members & Friends,       
   Thanks so much to everyone who attended the campout and re-chartering ceremony for the Alf 
Fuller SCV Camp #1819 December 12-13.  The event brought together a large number of SCV 
members, re-enactors, and friends.  Donnie Kennedy gave us an outstanding program from his lat-
est book "Red Republicans and Lincoln Marxists".  The book was co-authored by Al Benson, Jr. who 
was also in attendance with his wife.  Following the program, re-enactors treated us to the smell of 
blackpowder with a shootout complete with infantry, artillery, and cavalry.      
   The following SCV camps, dignitaries, and units attended:  Army of Trans-Mississippi Commander 
Todd Owens, Arkansas Division Commander Mark Kalkbrenner, Sgt. James W. Nicholson Camp 
#1478 (Ruston), Lt. Elijah Ward Camp #1971 (Farmerville), Cpt. Thomas Benton Camp # 1444 
(Monroe), Alf Fuller Camp #1819 (Junction City), Gen. Patrick R. Cleburne Camp #1433 (Pine Bluff), 
3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment (El Dorado), 31st Louisiana Inf. Regt., 4th Louisiana Field Artillery-
Cameron's Battery.       
Also, thanks to SCV member Charles Brown for opening his home and land for this event.  He has 
already extended another invitation to all re-enactors and SCV members to return for any future ac-
tivities.  — Chris Smith, SCV Camp #246, El Dorado, Arkansas 

   Karen Carlson receives the SCV Ladies Appreciation Medal from 
Commander Farrell Cooley.  These are approved and awarded by our 
CIC, Chuck McMichael, GHQ. 

   Karen’s dedication and support of our SCV Camp is truly remarkable.  
For years she has worked behind the scenes preparing, organizing, and 
hosting meetings in her home.  Every outdoor event we’ve ever held, 
Karen made sure we had refreshments and support.  All camps would 
be blessed to have someone who is so helpful, thoughtful, and caring as 
Karen Carlson has been to us. 

THANK-YOU KAREN! 

Capt. James I. Waddell Camp 1770 

Orange County, California  

Ladies Medal Awarded by California Waddell Camp  

Friends of the SCV  

   For those folks who attend our Camp meetings and other SCV 
functions but haven’t been able to document their own lineage yet, 
they should now consider becoming official “Friends of the SCV”!   

   They will receive a pin, a certificate, and a subscription to the 
Confederate Veteran magazine.  Some of our most active and sup-
portive members are Associate Members, or “Friends of the SCV”.   

   Camps that already have Associate Member programs in place 
are free  to continue their own programs, but becoming a “Friend of 
the SCV” gets them a lot of goodies, including the magazine, and 
helps support the National organization.  Go to:  www.scv.org  
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By William L. Caynor—Adjutant, CSS Shenandoah SCV Camp # 1820, Alaska 
 

   Independence or Annihilation is the title of my latest book to be published in early 2010. This book 
is the story of the 60th Virginia Infantry Regiment; the title was the regimental motto. I first became 
enamored with the unit when genealogy research affirmed my ancestor as Major John L. Caynor. He 
was the last regimental commander when he was captured at the Battle of Waynesboro on March 2, 
1865.  The personal allure of this unit compelled me to burrow perpetually deeper to unearth details 
about the men and their struggle for independence. Discoveries of unpublished details of gallantry 
insisted that I assemble and record their narrative for enthusiasts, future historians and most impor-
tantly, the descendants and my compatriots in arms; the Sons of Confederate Veterans.      
   Although, the 60th Virginia Infantry did not participate in many of the large battles of the Civil War; 
their mission of protecting the resources in the Shenandoah Valley were still vital to the eastern 
theater. This is not to say that the soldiers of the Sixtieth didn’t experience bloody encounters, be-
cause they did! Two of their field commanders were killed in battle or as a result of their wounds; 
General Jenkins at Cloyds Mountain and General Jones at Piedmont.  
   The soldiers of the Sixtieth sprang from Western Virginia counties in mid-1861 and spent the re-
minder of the year defending the territory under the command of General Robert E. Lee. During the 
fall campaign, Major Thomas Broun of the Sixtieth sold his horse to General Lee after Lee ex-
pressed an interest in the colt. Lee renamed his horse, Traveller. In late 1861 the unit followed Lee 
to South Carolina to defend the Confederacy from possible invasion. However, the invasion never 
materialized and McClellan’s Peninsula campaign in early 1862 ordered them back to participate in 
the Seven Days battle. At Fraysers Farm the regiment charged union batteries and crossed bayo-
nets with the enemy. Lee awarded the regiment in mid 1862 for the artillery capture with the bestow-
ment of crossed bayonets on their new battle flag; the only unit with such an honor. After repelling 
the northern army from the Confederate capital the regiment arrived at Cedar Mountain just in time 
to assist Stonewall Jackson in defeating General Banks. Orders were then received to join General 
Loring’s command in the valley region where they would spend the remainder of the war defending 
the railroad and salt mines from invasion.  
   The Union’s 1864 spring offensive was directed by the newly appointed Commander of the Army, 
General Grant. He began an aggressive three pronged assault in Virginia. As Lee fought off Grant in 
the Overland campaign, the Sixtieth and the Army of Western Virginia under Breckinridge repulsed 
Sigel and Hunter from the valley after several battles that eradicated a good deal of the field com-
mand of the valley army to include the Sixtieth’s commander, Colonel Beuhring Jones; who was 
captured at Piedmont. Hunter’s evacuation in June cleared the valley of union resistance. The Valley 
District’s new commander, Lt. General Jubal Early capitalized on this and made a bold move down 
the valley to threaten the capital, fighting numerous battles, including Monocracy, which created re-
surgence in soldier morale and southern support during an election year. The confederates reached 
the gates of Washington at Fort Stevens where a southern sharpshooter killed an officer on the 
parapet standing next to President Lincoln.  
   The raid struck fear into the northern citizens thus Grant promoted General Sheridan to command 
the union valley forces in August. Sheridan’s offensive began with the Battle’s of Winchester, 
Fisher’s Hill and Cedar Creek. The resilience and bravery of these men in gray was evident as they 
were outnumbered two or three to one in their encounters and yet still continued an offensive strat-
egy.  
   That winter Lee was under siege by Grant at Petersburg and Early’s men and animals were de-
prived of needed supplies and forage. Early’s desperation grew as he had to hold the valley with a 
meager force. Failure meant that the railroad and supplies would be cut from the west and Sheridan 
could attack Lee from the rear.  
   In February of 1865 the Sixtieth and other units in their winter encampment wrote a proclamation 

Independence or Annihilation: Charge of the 55th & 60th VA at Frayser’s Farm 
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expressing their devotion and commitment 
to the cause. 
   That in the beginning of this revolution we 
volunteered in response to the first call of 
our country to battle for the sovereign right 
of self-government, and that, after four 
years of terrible war with the savage foe 
who seeks our subjection, we are still firm in 
our determination to achieve our independ-
ence or to perish nobly struggling for it. 
   The spring thaw commenced the following 
month and a 10,000 union cavalry troopers 
left Winchester travelling the muddy roads 
to Waynesboro. There they found 1,600 en-
trenched soldiers of Early’s command wait-
ing.  General Custer’s simultaneous frontal 
and left flank cavalry charge with over-

whelming numbers along with their seven-shot Spencer carbines against the confederate muzzle 
loading Richmond rifle created an easy rout for the northerners. The entire army of the Confederate 
Valley District was no more. Custer captured the confederate wagon train consisting of 200 wagons 
and ambulances with their teams, which included General Early’s personal headquarters wagon, 17 
confederate battle flags, 1600 men and 11 pieces of artillery with caissons and horses. The union 
victory and loss of the valley opened the backdoor to Lee’s army at Petersburg. Sheridan’s troops 
arrived in Petersburg in late March and began their assault on Lee’s right flank causing a break and 
subsequent retreat and on April 9th, the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia.  
   The swift loss of Richmond and Petersburg after the confederate defeat at Waynesboro illustrates 
the importance of the valley throughout the war. These men along with the 60th Virginia Infantry 
fought with great vigor, against an amply supplied and relentless fore, possessing superior weap-
onry, and yet they never wavered in their resolve for independence. This book is an endeavor to 
document the saga of these heroic men.  

Independence or Annihilation: Charge of the 55th & 60th VA at Frayser’s Farm 

(Courtesy of Battles and Leaders) 

Jefferson Davis Historical Marker Dedicated in Loui siana  

   LA Division Commander Charles Lauret, CiC 
Chuck McMichael, Young-Sanders Center Director 
Roland Stansbury and Chief of Staff Chuck Rand 
stand in front of the newly dedicated Jefferson Davis 
Historical marker on U.S. Highway 90 in Franklin, 
LA.  The marker was a joint effort during the Year of 
Davis by the LA Division and the YSC to bring recog-
nition of the fact that young Davis and his family re-
sided in Franklin area around 1810.  The dedication 
was held on November 15, 2008 and was attended 
by members of the LA Division SCV, the UDC and 
local citizens.  Special thanks go to the LA Dept. of 
Transportation and Development for approval of the 
project and subsequent placement of the maker in a 
location chosen by the Division and the YSC.  
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   On December 6, 2008, the Louisiana Division participated in the Natchitoches Christmas Parade 
as it has for the past several years.  Thousands of people come from all over to see this parade.  
   The following took part in our parade:  CIC Chuck McMichael, ATM Cmdr Todd Owens, ATM 
Councilman Paul Gramling, La. Div. Commander Charles Lauret, La. Div. 2nd Lt. Commander David 
Hill, NW Brigade Commander Jay Ingram, SW Brigade Commander Dennis Smith, Col. Beard Camp 
1856-Logansport LA, Gen. Taylor Camp 1308-Shreveport LA, Col. Russell Camp 1617-Natchitoches 
LA, Mouton Camp 778-Opelousas LA, Nicholson Camp 1478-Ruston LA, Benton Camp 1444-
Monroe LA, Scott Camp 1604-Minden LA, Claiborne Invincibles Camp 797-Homer LA, 3rd ARK 
#246-El Dorado AR, Alf Fuller #1819-Junction City AR, UDC Chapter 237-Shreveport, LA Division 
UDC, LA OCR, Spaight’s Battalion. 

Natchitoches Christmas Parade  

Louisiana Division Officers at the Annual 
Reenactment/Fundraiser at Camp Moore 
in Tangipahoa, Louisiana, in November, 
2008:  Adjutant Scott Summers, Com-
mander Charles Lauret, 2nd Lieutenant 
Commander David Hill, 1st Lt. Cmdr. 
Thomas Taylor. 
   Camp Moore sponsors a Reenactment and 
Living History program every year.  It was 
the largest Confederate training camp in Lou-
isiana and the only Confederate training 
camp still open to the public.  There is also a 
large historic cemetery on the Camp’s prop-
erty. 

Camp Moore Reenactment  
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Coming Home  

By Richard L. Montgomery-Commander, Captain Sherod 
Hunter's Arizona Rangers Camp 1202 Tucson, Arizona 
 

   Last August I made a trip back to my home state, Missouri.  I 
went to Springfield to witness my nephew's marriage, and also 
see family members whom I had not seen in many years.  
That's about 200 people, but who's counting? 
   After the wedding, my brother and his wife were eager to 
show me their newly completed second home on Bull Shoals 
lake.  During this visit, my brother and I took a tour in his vin-
tage ' 68 Jeep to visit our properties in the area which our fam-
ily has owned for over fifty years.  I had not been there in forty 
years! My, how time flies and how fast vegetation reclaims the 
land! 
   We drove down the access road towards the property and 
the lake, when out of the corner of my eye, I spot the tomb-
stone pictured above, "Stop!" I nearly shouted at my brother, 
and thinking the worst, he heartily applied the brakes! 
   "There's a Confederate tombstone!"  We backed up several 
yards, and there, no more than a mile from my property was a 
very small cemetery with about 50 graves, only one of which 
bore the distinctive tombstone of a Confederate veteran.  "3rd 
SGT John H. Parks, 3 Texas Arty, CSA, Nov 1 1835 - Apr 17 
1906," reads the engraving on the stone. 
   A few days later in the Springfield Airport, waiting for my 
flight back, I scanned several books about the region, particu-
larly about the War for Southern Independence, and the data reinforced what I already knew; that is, 
the state suffered a lot of agony and was, perhaps, the most divided of that time.  People confis-
cated each others' properties and forced neighbors to leave to ensure their men folk did not come 
back with their regiments seek revenge.  It was a time of bushwhackers, raiders, and reprisals.  
There are two battlefields in the immediate vicinity; Wilson's Creek, in Missouri, and not far into Ar-
kansas is Pea Ridge.   Missouri ranks third in the number of fierce battles that raged throughout the 
state preceded only by Virginia and Tennessee. 
   Well, John H. Parks made it home and lived many more years according to his tombstone.  Now, 
he rests there, near Cedar Creek, Taney County, Missouri, in the shade and lush green that the 
Ozarks so graciously provides in August. 

2009 SCV Reunion  

      The 2009 SCV Reunion is being held in the ATM this year, July 22ndThe 2009 SCV Reunion is being held in the ATM this year, July 22nd --25th 25th 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and is being hosted by th e James M. Keller in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and is being hosted by th e James M. Keller 

Camp 648.  It’ll be here before you know it, so if you’re planning on attend-Camp 648.  It’ll be here before you know it, so if you’re planning on attend-
ing please go visit www.scv2009reunion.com ASAP for  all the information ing please go visit www.scv2009reunion.com ASAP for  all the information 

and registration info!and registration info!   
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Texas Division Media Group:  Informative DVDs for sale�

   The Texas Division Media Group was formed in the Spring  
2007. It is part of the Texas Division-Sons of Confederate 
Veterans.  The Group was formed to produce quality DVDs 
for public schools, SCV camps, and the general public.  If you 
are interested in any of the DVDs listed below, please contact 
David Moore.  Email: ausborn4@sbcglobal.net.  Telephone: 
817-599-7748 
 

Available DVDs: 

Why?...The Answer  - presents a reason for becoming a member of the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans. (2007) [21:24] Released 

Dionysium Debate - Slavery and the War Between the States: discussion of the question of slavery 
during the War Between the States. (2007) [43:28] Released 

The Forgotten Fort: Ft. Waul - historical presentation of the only Confederate fort west of the Mis-
sissippi River commissioned by President Jefferson Davis. (2007) [19:15] Released 

Reunion  - historical presentation of the Confederate Reunion Grounds State Historical Park in 
Mexia, Texas. (Spring 2008)  [29:26] Released 

Coming Home - the story of the Re-internment of Col. Cullin Earp, 10th Texas Cavalry Regiment, 
CSA in Upshur Co., Texas (December 2008) [31:00] Released 

They Came To Honest Ridge  - this is the story of grave dedications of ten Confederate soldiers in 
the Honest Ridge Cemetery in Limestone Co., Texas in 2008. (January 2009) [38:00] Released 

Southern Mariner: Admiral Raphael Semmes - (2009) [projected 25:00] In Production 
Camp Ford, Texas - (2009) [projected 30:00] 

Arizona Division Upcoming Events  

14 February:  Arizona Division Executive Council Meeting, Tucson 

14-15 March:  Civil War (sic) in the Southwest, Picacho Peak State Park 

April (date to be determined) War for Southern Independence reenactment in Yuma 

4 April:  Confederate Secret Service Camp 1710 14th Anniversary 
Dinner 

18 April:  Confederate Heritage Trail in Cochise County (flags and 
flowers on more than 30 Confederate graves in Tombstone, Bisbee, 
Willcox, Benson, San Simone, Pearce and several private cemeter-
ies) 

25 April:  Confederate Memorial Day ceremonies at Greenwood 
Cemetery in Phoenix and at the Wes Bolin Plaza at the Arizona State Capitol-Phoenix 

26 April:  Confederate Memorial Day ceremony in Evergreen Cemetery in Tucson 

2 May:  Memorial ceremony at Dragoon Springs (site of a battle between Confederate cavalrymen 
and Apache warriors--the only Confederates killed in action in Arizona are buried here) 

6 June:  15th Annual Arizona Division Reunion and Convention, Tucson. 
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   The Josephus Somerville Irvine Camp 2031 
in Newton, Texas, is just now finishing up 
work on an old cemetery, one of the oldest in 
Newton County.  The Camp has been working 
on this cemetery since the Camp was char-
tered in August of 2005.  To date, our Camp 
has placed six headstones to mark Confeder-
ate soldiers’ graves and have in our posses-
sion two more to be placed in the cemetery.  
All of these Confederate soldiers are related 
to our Camp 1st Lt. Commander K.W. 
Dickerson.  The Camp has purchased foot-
stones for four soldiers who fought for Texas 
in its war for independence from Mexico.  The 
Camp has also purchased a monument stone 
listing all the soldiers in the cemetery, plus a memorial marker for a soldier who entered the Confed-

erate service as a Private and rose to the 
rank of 1st Lieutenant before he was 
killed at Marksville, Louisiana, in 1864.  
He is also related to our Camp 1st Lt. 
Commander.  They plan to have a dedi-
cation ceremony this Spring.   
   Newton County, Texas, was a supply 
and military center in the War.  It was a 
target area for Federals trying to move 
up the Sabine or across Louisiana and 
take Texas, and Confederates built 
breastworks and maintained arsenal at 
Burkeville. A major supply route, "The 
Old Beef Trail", begun 1823 went 
through area later forming Newton 
County.  It was a road taken by thou-
sands of cattle being sent from Texas to 
feed armies and civilians as far eastward 

as Mobile, Alabama.  Farrsville, a town founded 
about 1850 on Cow Creek, had a military camp-
ground and corrals which furnished fresh stage-
coach teams.  Its tanning vats and shops made 
boots and shoes for the Confederacy.  Its water 
mills ground corn for bread, sawed lumber, and 
ginned cotton; all products used in supplying the 
South.  The commissioners court made appro-
priations to outfit military units (buying horses for 
men unable to furnish their own), aid dependent 
families, and supply the people with cotton cards 
to turn the lint into batts for spinning, weaving 
and knitting.  The county, which had voted 178 to 
3 for secession, sent about 400 soldiers into the 
Confederate army. 

Texas Camp Places Markers and Monuments  

Confederate and Texas Monument in Newton, Texas 

Camp 2031 Adjt. Hugh Neighbors & Cmdr. John Hillman 

Camp 2031 Adjt. Hugh Neighbors & Cmdr. John Hillman 
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Oklahoma Division Convention  

The fourth annual state convention for the reorganized Oklahoma Division will be held on March 28, 
2009.  In December 2005 the Oklahoma Division had 4 camps and 45 members.  At present there 
are 11 camps and over 150 members.  Four camps have been chartered and three have been re-
activated since March 2006. 

    The convention will be held at the Citizen Potawatomi Nation museum in Shawnee, Oklahoma.  
The program will begin at 10 o'clock with coffee at 9:30.  

    After the opening ceremony we have asked the Chairman of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation to ad-
dress the convention and plan to allow 10 minutes for members of the tribe to provide a "Pow Wow" 
welcome. 

The SCV Commander in Chief and several near-by division commanders have been invited to at-
tend.  Pre-registration is required as lunch will be provided.  Following lunch the Division will proceed 
to the Fair Lawn Cemetery and conduct a Headstone Dedication for the ancestor of Ted Brooks, the 
Lt. Commander of the Georgia Division.  Commander Brooks has had the stone placed and then re-
quested that the Oklahoma Division conduct a dedication ceremony.  Commander Brooks will not be 
able to attend.     

    Camp Commander Terry Pierce of Camp #418, is leading the project of restoring Confederate 
Soldiers headstones at the former Confederate "Old Soldiers" Home in Ardmore, Oklahoma.  He is 
also the leader of the project to purchase a monument at the Cemetery that will honor the over 250 
Confederate Soldiers buried at the nearby cemetery. 

    Past Camp Commander of Camp #1378, Bernie Cooper has resumed the task of entering loca-
tions in our data base for grave locations of the Confederate Soldiers buried in Oklahoma.  Over 
5000 grave sites have been identified and it is believed there are several thousand more to be lo-
cated and entered in the data base.  

    For additional details about the convention contact the Division Lt. Commander, Harold Tydings, 
e-mail htydings@att.net.  Or 3303 West Broadway Circle in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 74012. 

Appreciation Awards Given By Oregon Camp  

  Col. Isaac W. Smith Camp 458 in Port-
land, Oregon awarded three deserving 
women with SCV Ladies Appreciation Med-
als and Certificates at their annual Lee-
Jackson Dinner.  In the six years since the 
chartering of the Camp, these three ladies 
have given more of their time and energy, 
as well as their unceasing support, than 
any Camp could ever hope to deserve.  
They have been instrumental in the suc-
cess of every Camp event, be it a party, a 
convention, a picnic or a recruiting function.  
Camp 458 just wouldn’t be the same today 
without their hard work and dedication. 

Mrs. Jami Edens, Mrs. Bettie Russo, Mrs. Donna Ernst 
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Confederate Items of Interest 
Contributed by Brian E. Watkins—TXBSA@juno.com—SCV Camp 1826, "Rebels on the Rio Grande". 
 

Dateline New Orleans: The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals has set Feb. 4, 2009, as the date to hear 
oral arguments on behalf of the two Burleson High School students who were suspended for bring-
ing to school Confederate flag purses that they had received for Christmas. The SLRC appealed a 
lower court ruling because among other things the lower court refused to allow evidence which in-
cluded an email from the then school principal to faculty and staff instructing them to claim that Con-
federate symbols had previously caused disruption on campus. SLRC Chief Counsel Kirk Lyons said 
it was a perfect case for the 5th Circuit since they had never done a Confederate flag case.  
(reported by David Moore, Tex. Div. Media Group) 
 

Numerous Preservation groups, including the CWPT are fighting to keep a Super Wal-Mart from be-
ing built within sight of the Wilderness Battlefield. The 145,000 square foot store is proposed just 
one-quarter mile from the main entrance to the Wilderness Battlefield National Park. A coalition of 
preservationists hope to stop intensive commercial development at this historic site located at Route 
20 and Route 3, a development that would increase traffic drastically through the heart of the Na-
tional Park. Wal-Mart is seeking approval for the project from Orange County, Virginia. Route 20 is 
the historic Orange Turnpike of 1864 when the fierce fighting took place. Development here would 
degrade the rural setting and increase pressure to make Route 20 four lanes instead of two. Our 
help is solicited. Go to www.civilwar.org and make a donation to help save the Wilderness Battle-
field. I think I will write a letter to Wal-Mart. 
 

While at the CWPT website, also check out their efforts to buy 1-acre of land at the Battle of Trevil-
ian Station, which contains an original house that served as Union General George Custer’s HQ’s 
during the battle. It is not often that an opportunity to save an original house of the era comes up. 
This property will be turned over to the Trevilian Station Battlefield Foundation for a future museum 
and visitor’s center. The CWPT usually only seeks to buy “dirt” to preserve, but this is just too good 
of an opportunity to let pass. A grant is also available which will cover about 3/4 of the cost. General 
Wade Hampton lost about 1,000 men in the battle from a surprise attack, but eventually was able to 
run Custer and Sheridan back across the Potomac.  
 

The Blair House in Washington, D.C, contains a large painting of Robert E Lee. How long do you 
think it will be there after January 20th? 

ATM Pins Available!  

Compatriots!  The ATM has pins for sale in Compatriots!  The ATM has pins for sale in 
order for you to show your pride in belonging order for you to show your pride in belonging 
to our distinctive bandto our distinctive band--ofof--brothers west of the brothers west of the 

Mississippi.  They are $5.00 each and are Mississippi.  They are $5.00 each and are 
replicas of the ATM flag.  To purchase one, replicas of the ATM flag.  To purchase one, 
or hopefully more, please contact the ATM or hopefully more, please contact the ATM 

Adjutant Chris Smith at Adjutant Chris Smith at sau96@yahoo.comsau96@yahoo.com ..  
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   Coming from the state, which holds John Browns painting proudly in their State House, and re-
veals James Lane as a hero?  The Kansas Division is still proud to serve their state in a fight for 
truth and honorable elegance to our ancestors. 
Knowing our state is rich in history with sites such as:  Fort Hays, Constitution Hall in Lecompton, 
Marais des Cygnes Massacre site near Pleasanton, Mine Creek Battlefield near Pleasanton, Grinter 
Place in Kansas City, and Lawrence, Kansas, site of Fort Scott, and Quantrill’s revenge on James 
Lane.  
   A state called home by such famous people as, Capt. Ron Evans  1933 –1990 astronaut, St Fran-
cis, Kansas. Buster Keaton , 1895- 1966 comedian, Piqua, Kansas - Charles Curtis  1860-1936, 
Vice President Topeka, Kansas. Amelia Earhart , 1897-1937 aviator, Atchison, Carry Nation , 1846-
1911 Christian Temperance Union. 
   The Kansas Division continues to work 
against the never-ending odds that our 
state is known for in reflecting on the 
years of John Brown and Lincolns war. 
   Plans by the Thomas J. Key Camp # 
1920 are set to begin building an aerial 
viewed memorial for those Confederate 
soldiers lost at Mine Creek.  Made from 
foliage, brick and mother earth, this large 
battle flag will be seen from the air by all 
aircraft in the area. 
   One of the Division’s largest and most 
active Camps, the Key Camp, was active 
in the following prospectives with the as-
sistance of the Gen. William Steel Camp #1857: 
   Mill Creek Farm Living History and Recruiting Booth - October 4-5 with cannon firing demonstra-
tions, musket firing demonstrations, Civil War relic and weapons display, and a recruiting table. 
   Battle of Westport Visitor Center Grand Opening - October 18 Living history campsite, musket and 
cannon firing demonstrations, recruiting table, and a display table of infantry equipment of the Civil 
War.  Also had a very large display case (10 by three feet) inside the Visitor Center that was all origi-
nal relics, equipment, and weapons.  A prominent sign inside the case indicated the display was 
courtesy the Key Camp. 
    Missouri Secession Day Dinner - October 25 Commander Speicher was the keynote speaker for 
this event where he presented his "H. L. Hunley and Her Crews: Discovery, Recovery and Burial" 
presentation.  The Major Thomas J. Key Cam is also instrumental in activities such as mine Creek 
Fall Workday November 1 Members of the Key Camp spent the day working at Mine Creek Battle-
field.  They removed several large trees from the battlefield site and cleaned up around the Confed-
erate monument. 
    Ottawa Veterans Day Parade in Ottawa, Kansas - November 8 Key Camp had a float entered in 
the parade for the eighth year in a row.  It was a very popular entry. 
    Leavenworth Veterans Day Parade - November 11 The Key Camp was part of a joint Confeder-
ate/Union Color Guard during the parade.  This is the largest Veterans Day parade in the Midwest 
and the Key Camp's eighth year participating in this event.  This was the first time a joint Color 
Guard had been done. 
    Wornall House 150th Anniversary - November 15  The Key Camp set up a Civil War display and 
Recruiting table.  Despite the extremely cold weather (snow and wind), over 50 spectators visited 
the display.   

We Are The Proud Kansas Division  
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    Harris-Kearney House 1856 Christmas Dinner Tour - November 28-29  Four members of the Key 
Camp were invited to participate as actors during this event which drew over 100 visitors and made 
over $600 for this historic site. 
January 24th 2009 was the Divisions Annual Lee Jackson Banquet hosted by the Major Thomas J. 
Key Camp.    
  The Armistead Camp #1847 will be working hand-in-glove with area Masonic lodges in the upcom-
ing two years to get the proposition to change the name of Abilene's Mud Creek back to Armistead 
Creek on the ballot for the fall election of 2010. 
   The Armistead Camp has also placed history books in the libraries at Chapman High School, 
Hope High School, Herrington High School, Solomon High School and Riley County High School.  
They continue to expand their rare book collection at Kansas State's University's Hale Library that 
has now grown to approximately 2,000 (after this month's contribution id delivered).  Since 1997, this 
camp has donated nearly 7,000 books to Kansas schools and community libraries. 
   Giving credit to individual Camps for their effort many seem inappropriate, as the Kansas Division 
is bonded by a brotherhood and assist each brother and Camp equally when able.  With our Com-
bined effort, The Gen Albert Pike #1439, Gen Lewis A. Armistead # 1847, Cols Lewis & Harrison 
#1854, Gen William “Steele # 1857, Maj. Thomas J. Key #1920, South Kansas # 2064, and Capt. 
William C. Quantrill #1814 continues to make the great state of Kansas aware of our love and duty 
toward our confederate Ancestors and their cause. 
 

Confederately,  
Denver L Erickson  -  Kansas Division Commander 

We Are The Proud Kansas Division (Cont.)  

Annual Jefferson Davis Memorial Service in Arizona  

   On Saturday, December 6, the Colonel Sherod Hunter 
Camp 1525 hosted it’s annual memorial service at the Jef-
ferson Davis Highway Marker on U.S. Highway 60, east of 
Apache Junction, Arizona.  The ceremony honored Jeffer-
son Davis and a lifetime of public service to two American 
Republics, the United States and the Confederate States 
of America.  Attending the event were members of three 
Arizona S.C.V. Camps...the Colonel Sherod Hunter Camp 
1525, the Captain Granville H. Oury Camp 1708, and the 
Major Samuel H. Drachman Camp 2127 of Tucson, Ari-
zona.  There were also several non-SCV-members at the 
event, including a 

reporter for the APACHE JUNCTION NEWS, and the crew of a 
Confederate reenactment artillery battery, Teal's Battery, 
Fourth Texas Regimental Artillery.  The national SCV had di-
rected that all Camps and Divisions hold a special event in 
honor of President Davis this year.  Camp 1525 was the only 
Camp from Arizona to do so.  Indeed, Camp 1525 has been 
holding such ceremonies since1994, when then SCV CIC Nor-
man Dasinger first ordered that it be done.  Camp 1525 is 
proud to have upheld the tradition again this year! 



SCV Camp 676 Highway clean-up, Littleton 

   The Colorado Division is entering 2009 with a re-
newed spirit of activity after a few years of maintaining 
status quo.  During 2008 the Division was focused on 
reorganizing, recruitment, and establishing some sense 
of stability, after a couple of years of attrition.  As we 
move into 2009 the foundation is solid and the Division 
is hitting the ground running.  Currently the Division is at 
five Camps located in Denver, Colorado Springs, Ft. 
Collins, Greeley, and Grand Junction.  The Division also 
maintains a Confederate presence with three First Na-
tional flags which fly in Pueblo over a joint War Between 
the States memorial; and at Canon City and Denver 

over Confederate memorials. 

   The 8th annual Lee-Jackson banquet is on January 
25th, at Cavalry Presbyterian Church in Denver.  This 
is the Divisions’ premier event including fellowship, 
dinner, and a candlelight ceremony honoring our Con-
federate ancestors.  The next major activity is our an-
nual Confederate Memorial Day service at the Colo-
rado Confederate marker and flagpole in Denver’s 
Riverside Cemetery in late April.  The Division was 
able to place a flagpole and memorial stone in the 
city’s oldest cemetery in 2003 and we have held an-
nual memorial services ever since.  This year’s service 

will also include a spring Division business meeting and the dedication of three new Confederate 
gravestones across town at Fairmont Cemetery, in conjunction with the Colorado UDC Chapter.  
The third major event sponsored by the Division is the annual Veteran’s Day service, also held at 
Riverside Cemetery in Denver, in November.   

   Throughout the year Compatriots at the Camp level are involved in highway cleanup projects, 
community service, educational symposiums, and Confederate grave location, documentation, and 
preservation.  We are partnering with the UDC this year on a major grave location project to bolster 
the already 400 indentified Confederate graves statewide.   We are also rebuilding our Division web-
site to be more educational and include our Confederate 
grave database.  The Division has also initiated a new 
newsletter, The Territorial Dispatch, which will be a bi-
monthly publication.  Issue number 1 was just released in 
January and we hope this communication tool will really 
bring our Compatriots together and keep everybody up to 
date on SCV activity statewide.   

   Several Compatriots are doing some fantastic research on 
Colorado Confederate history, which we hope to be publish-
ing over the coming year.  Colorado actually had a large 
population of Southerners at the beginning on the War, pri-
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Colorado Division Update 

Confederate Memorial Day Service, Denver 

Colorado Confederate Memorial, Denver 



marily involved in mining and supply.  As the region 
was aspiring to become a US territory pro-Union 
men were placed in key government positions and 
those men began a radical purging process on any-
one of Southern sympathy and American Indians.  
Southerners either moved home to fight for the Con-
federacy,  were jailed for treason, kept quiet in hopes 
of striking gold, and some 2000 men attempted to 
form a regiment of Colorado Confederate Calvary, 
until US troopers discovered and disbanded the 
training Camp at Mace’s Hole near present day 
Pueblo. In 1861 the Confederate flag could be found 
flying over Denver and stagecoach stops in north central Colorado, but the government moved 
quickly to suppress any anti-Union activity in an almost paranoid fashion.   After the War two state 
governors were Confederate Veterans as well as a variety of other prominent public figures. 

   The Colorado Division is excited about the coming year and looking forward to honoring the mem-
ory of our Confederate Veterans.   

   Respectfully, Colorado Division Leadership Staff.�
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Colorado Division Update (Cont.) 

Greenwood Cemetery, Canon City, Colorado 

Graves of 27 Confederate Soldiers in Limbo  

   The graves of 27 Confederate soldiers who died as a result of the Battle of Valverde in February of 
1862 may be in the way of a road improvement project in Socorro.  According to Civil War historian 
Charles Mandeville, the alleged graves are in the vicinity of Blue Canyon Road and Peralta, and he 
has documented 27 names of Confederate dead. 

   Mandeville, in addressing the Socorro City Council, said the graves are part of a cemetery which 
was in operation from 1853 to 1875.  “There is evidence that a John Milton Shaw, a Methodist mis-
sionary from New York, apparently obtained the land in 1853 for a Protestant cemetery on that hill,” 
he said.  “The Confederates established a hospital in Socorro at the site of Cooney's Liquors follow-
ing the Battle of Valverde in 1862.  In a two month period 27 soldiers died there.  Based on writings 
from that period, Mr. Shaw was a great help in ministering to the men, and was sympathetic to the 
Confederate wounded following the battle.  It stands to reason that Mr. Shaw would offer burial 
space in the cemetery for those soldiers who died.”  Furthermore, he said at least one grave has 
been discovered when the city installed water lines and a fire hydrant on Peralta St.  “The medical 
investigator at the time, Floyd Turpin, said the remains and a portion of the wooden coffin was sent 
to the New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator in Santa Fe,” Mandeville said. 

   Road work on Blue Canyon and Peralta is in progress, but if Mandeville can show evidence of hu-
man remains, the site should be protected and state archaeologists would be in control.  “Based on 
depressions in the graded dirt road, it appears that there are five graves in the roadway,” Mandeville 
said.  Utilities Director Jay Santillanes said he has no knowledge of graves.  “That roadway has 
been excavated several times and we would've found something,” he said. 

   Mayor Ravi Bhasker said he had talked with Mandeville two years prior about the site, and that he 
had been waiting for Mandeville to move forward on the project before he took formal action on be-
half of the city. The next step is to try to take aerial photos of the site with infra-red film. “That would 



tell us conclusively if there are existing graves up 
there,” he said.  “We have a couple of weeks to try 
to get that arranged before the city starts paving. 
After it's paved infra-red photography wouldn't be 
possible.” 

   Mandeville said he met with Santillanes and City 
Clerk Pat Salome to discuss the issue Tuesday, 
and came to a compromise.  “They offered to first 
work on curbs and gutters, and just a lay a base 
coat down on the roadway which wouldn't interfere 
with the aerial images.”  Tuesday afternoon state 
Archaeologist Dr. Glenna Dean from the New 
Mexico Historic Preservation Division of the De-
partment of Cultural Affairs and representatives 
from the Office of the Medical Investigator arrived in Socorro to examine the site.  “When we went 
back Tuesday, the depressions in the roadway we thought might be grave sites had been filled in,” 
Mandeville said.  “With those indicators covered up, Dr. Dean agreed to the compromise offered by 
Santillanes and that the next step would have to be aerial photography.” 

   The lot adjacent to Peralta on the east side is suspected to be the location of the cemetery estab-
lished by Shaw in 1853, which is thought to be the burial location of the bulk of the Confederate 
dead.  Mandeville, a member of the New Mexico Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, be-
lieves that if can be proved that Confederate soldiers are buried there, “it would be the only Confed-
erate Cemetery in the state of New Mexico.  That would be something for the City of Socorro could 
be proud of.” Those bodies, according to Garrison, include 27 Confederate soldiers who died of 
wounds suffered in the Battle of Valverde, a Civil War skirmish that took place on the nearby banks 
of the Rio Grande on Feb. 21, 1862.  After routing Union forces at a river ford 6 miles north of Fort 
Craig, Confederate cavalrymen from Texas marched 25 miles north to Socorro, where they ousted 
Union troops and took over the local hospital to treat their wounded. Over the next two months, 27 
were buried on a hill west of town, Garrison said, including his great-great-grand-uncle, Cpl. Thomas 

Garrason, who died on March 3, 1862, 
nine days after the Battle at Valverde.  "I 
have made it my mission to get them re-
covered and reburied somewhere suit-
able," Garrison, a retired golf pro from 
Albuquerque, said last month.  

   Mary Silva, the land’s owner, said she 
can't understand why the 27 Confederate 
soldiers, if they're actually buried on her 
land, are so important to Garrison and his 
colleagues.  "I understand grieving for a 
relative you knew," said Silva, who has 
been a widow since 1984. "But they don't 
even know who those soldiers were."  

�����#!� �����������	�����������
��	
�������
��

Graves of 27 Confederate Soldiers in Limbo (Cont.)  

Photo shows 4 grave-size depressions in the freshly graded road 

Local Socorro Police Chief and Detective observe a newly discovered coffin 


